
� ���������	
���


�����
�
�����������������������
��
����� ����������������
��������

��������	����
�����
��
����
�
�������


������������	��
��������
��
��
����

���
�����
���
����

������������ �
�!�
�������� ���������"
���
���������
������
�"
�����
�
����������
�����#"
����
���
�
������������
���
!
���

�����#
����
 �
���
���	��

���
�����$��
�	��������������������	��

��	#

���
������%����
�
�������������	���

��
������������������������"
�����������
�������������
�
	��������

�������
��
��������������
������"
��
�
�
 ������		�����
�	�
������ �����
� �
�����
����#�������
���������
���

�

��������������
!������

���	�����������
�
����������
����������

&�

    First Baptist Church, Yarmouth February 2011 

John 15:5 

didn’t hear what you said.  I’m sorry.  
I missed what you were saing.”  (It’s 
always better to come clean).  Unfor-
tunately the same dynamic is true for 
the Lord with us.  God has spoken,  
is speaking and will  speak to His  
people, the Church, but are we listen-
ing?  We have “the Word of God”  
as we call it, the Holy Scriptures.  
We have “the still, small voice” of 
the Spirit as we are prompted.  We 
even have those the Lord has sent in 
person to prophecy, proclaim, preach, 
teach, and counsel.  Yet, with all that 
speaking, are we listening? 

 

     In one of his insightful spiritual 
works Henri Nouwen writes, 
“From all that I said about our 
worried, overfilled lives, it is 
clear that we are usually sur-
rounded by so much outer noise 
that it is hard to truly hear God 
when he is speaking to us.  We 
often become deaf, unable to 
know when God calls us and  

 

(continued on page 2) 
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 I think I’m listening to my wife 
K.D. as she speaks from the kitchen, 
but I sort of slip away.  After all,  
I’m multi-tasking! (Which properly  
defined is doing a lot of things at  
the same time, but none of them  
necessarily well).  So there I am with 
one eye focused on the latest distrac-
tion of an important news flash on 
the TV, catching it all, and what 
seems in the moment like a shot out 
of left field come her words, “Are 
you listening?  Did you hear what I 
was saying?”  

 

 There are three options available  
to me in that moment of truth.  I 
could go for the fake: “Yes, dear I’m 
listening.”  Whereupon she could 
respond with a follow-up, “Then 
what did I just say?!”  (Probably not 
a good option).  I could go for the 
save: “I was listening.  I just missed 
the last part?”  (Fine if it’s true, but 
if I really missed the first part too, the 
truth will find me out!).  Or I could 
go for the confession: “I thought I 
was listening but honestly, no, I  
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For the cancellations  
of church activities or 
events due to winter  

storm conditions refer  
to WGME, Channel 13 

and our church answering 
machine (846-5814).  

 

If you are unable to  
gain information by the 
above means, contact  
the coordinator of the  
particular activity or  
event in question.   

 

Please use good judgment 
and do not  attempt to  
attend if your safety in 
transportation is at risk. 

 

Have a heal thy  
and happy winter !  

      unable to understand in which 
direction he has called us. 

 

       Thus our lives become absurd.  

In the word absurd we find the 
Latin word surdus, which 
means ‘deaf.’  A spiritual life 
requires discipline because we 
need to listen to God, who  

       constantly speaks but whom  
       we seldom hear. 

 

       When, however, we learn  
       to listen, our lives become  
       obedient lives.  The word  
       obedient comes from the  

       Latin word audire, which 
means ‘listening.’  A spiritual 
discipline is necessary in order 
to move slowly from an absurd 
to an obedient life, from a life 
filled with noisy worries to a  

       life in which there is some free 
inner space where we can listen 
to our God and follow his guid-
ance.”   

[Making All Things New:  
An Invitation to the  
       Spiritual Life.  

San Francisco:  
Harper Collins, 1981].  

 In the Gospels Jesus frequently 
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February 6 
DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU BELIEVE? 

Text:  Revelation 2:12-17 
Theme:  The Compromised Church 

 

February 13 
Twisted Tolerance 

Text:  Revelation 2:18-29 
Theme:   The Corrupted Church 

 

February 20 
WAKE UP! 

Text:  Revelation 3:1-6 
Theme:  The Lifeless Church 

 

February 27 
HOLD ON! 

Text:  Revelation 3:14-22 
Theme:  The Complacent Church 

����

FEBRUARY  SERMONS  



M y  s h e e p  l i s t e n   

t o  m y  v o i c e ;   

I  k n o w  t h e m  a n d   

t h e y  f o l l o w  m e . ”  

J o h n  1 0 : 2 7  
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We are blessed to have a  
Food Pantry at our church. 

 

Remember to donate your  
non-perishables and toiletry 

items on the 1st Sunday  
of each month OR give  
them to Patti Jones or  

any member of the  
Missions Team  

throughout the month!   
 

If you have questions,  
please call Patti Jones  

at 846-3186. 
 

G O D  B L E S S Y O U   
F O R  Y O U R  H E L P !  

says to the crowds at the end of  
His discourse, “He who has ears  
to hear, let him hear.”  And then,  
at the end of the Bible, in book of 
Revelation the Lord repeats a 
phrase over and over in chapters  
2-3, “He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit is saying to 
the churches.”  

 
 God wants us to listen up!  Pay 
attention.  Be all ears to what He is 
saying.  We must periodically and 
intentionally clear from the distrac-
tions around us so we can focus 
our eyes, ears, and hearts on Him.  
We need to read God’s Word and 
pray to Him without multi-tasking.  
We need to seek solitude and si-
lence for meditation or contempla-
tion, sanctuaries of peace-filled 
space with the Lord (indoors or 
out), where we meet with Him if 
for no other reason but to Be with 
Him and hear His voice.  And yes, 
it will  take discipline to do that! 

 

 In January we started a sermon 

series, “Seven Letters to the 
Church ~ Are We Listening?”  In 
our study of the first three chapters 
of Revelation we are considering 
what the Lord is saying not only to 
churches then but also to the church 
now.  And what He is saying to the 
churches He is saying to you! 

 
  “I’m listening, Lord.”  I  
easily find myself pressing into  
the day thinking I’m listening but  
in actuality I am concentrating more 
on the distractions of the “many and 
much.”  How about you?  Oh we’re 
good at multi-tasking aren’t we!  
Well, whatever cloud of concentra-
tion you find yourself currently in, 
let me encourage you to stop and 
hear.  What is God saying to you?  
What has He already said to you?  
Are you listening? 

 

�  
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Office Phone/Fax: (207) 846-5814 
Email: fbcyarmouthme@hotmail.com 

Web Site:  www.fbcyarmouth.org 

FIRST  
BAPTIST  

CHURCH 

“ Shining the light of Christ 
 through sharing the life in Christ.” 

 
 

 February 1, 2011 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and  
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness.” 

MATTHEW 9:35 (NRSV) 
 

 Recognizing that all people are made in God’s image and are loved by God, our church must reach across  
cultural, social, economic, and racial lines with practical acts of love within the church and the community.   
Holistic ministries should address physical, social, psychological, and spiritual needs of individuals—particularly 
the needy, forgotten, and defenseless.  Our church must be characterized by believers who are committed to the 
reconciliation of relationships among all people. 

 

 Loving relationships within the local church produce unity, accountability, and a powerful demonstration of 
God’s presence within our communities.  Beyond the local church, they are manifested in cooperation and interde-
pendent relationships with other Christians locally, nationally and internationally.  Together, we can make a differ-
ence for the cause of Christ by supporting the America for Christ Offering for 2011. 

 

 This year’s theme—”Touching Lives, Transforming People”—is an encouraging reminder that Jesus’ public 
ministry was all about a transformational hope for people in need.  With his hands, Jesus touched, comforted, 
prayed and blessed people.  The same hands, whose power restored sight to the blind, made the lame walk and  
miraculously fed the 5,000. 

 

 In Christ, we have both the model and the strength to “touch and transform” people in the church and the com-
munity.  It is our personal walk with the Lord that transforms and enables us through the power of Christ to live 
not for ourselves, but to serve God by serving our neighbors.  Our hands become the tools of Christ in a world of 
need and opportunity.  Christ’s work of transformation is accomplished when we step into the lives of people 
around us. 

 

We are impelled by this year’s theme to touch people with whom we come in contact every day with the transfor-
mational love of Jesus Christ.  I ask you to join me in giving generously to the America for Christ Offering 2011 
and in helping us to reach our goal in support of touching and transforming lives for the cause of Christ. 

 

With Eternal Hope, 
 

 Sincerely, 
 

Our Goal is $700.00 
 
 

 Pastor Ric 



Our student from the African Bible  
School, Michael Gatkek, will be 

bringing his family to church 
on February 13.   

 

We'll have a potluck after  
the worship service with  
our traditional soup and  

sandwich luncheon.   
 

Please bring your favorite soup  
or sandwiches to share.  This  

is our chance to welcome  
Michael and get to know  

him and his family. 
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4:00 PM, Sunday, February 6, 2011 
At the home of Ross and Tanya Taylor 

71 Ledge Road, Yarmouth 
 

Yes, it’s that time of year to get together for “THE BIG GAME” (some would say  
CRIBBAGE TOURNAMENT).  Of course, the draw is not always football, but just  

another opportunity to just have fun together, eat lots of food, and enjoy laughter. 
 

Bring munchies, the “game food” of your choice, and/or soda to share. 
 

COME AS YOUR ARE.  STAY  AS LONG OR AS LITTLE  AS YOU WANT . 
 

And for those not into football, that’s OK.  Half the people there  
will be playing other games or just hanging out by the fireplace. 

 

SE E Y O U  T H E R E!  
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Sunday, February 13, 2011 from 6:00 - 8:00 PM 
at First Baptist Church of South Portland 

at 879 Sawyer Street 
 

(In case of inclement weather we’ll meet on  
Sunday, February 20th—same time, same place.) 

 

Pastor Rich Gustafson, First Baptist Church of Westbrook,  
reminds us “...that God isn’t going anywhere.  His throne was  

firmly established before the beginning of time and we can count  
on Him to hear and respond when we humbly come before him  
in prayer.  We all know that what our nation needs right now is  

a revival in the church and a spiritual awakening among the  
lost….  We also know from scripture (Psalm 133) that  

nothing attracts God’s presence and blessing  
more than unity among His people.:” 

 
So please come together with believers from area churches  

on February 13, 2011 in asking God to revive us and  
reach out to the lost in the Greater Portland area. 
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A NOTE FROM  YOUR 
FINANCE  COMMITTEE  

 
In October, we explained the need for increased giving  
during the balance of 2010.  The challenge was that of  
increasing giving to $3,131 per week during October,  
November and December.  That represented a 12%  
increase over average giving at that time ($2,785). 

 
What was the final result??  Giving increased to an  
average of $3,628!!   This was 14% over the average  

giving for these three months during 2009. 
 

 Results are shown below. 
 

 2009 2010 
 October  $16,081  $16,781 +  4% 
 
 November  $11,490  $14,360 +25% 
 December 
 Week 1  $  2,730  $  4,205 
 Week 2  $  3,275  $  3,533 
 Week 3  $  2,630  $  3,408 
 Week 4  $  5,190  $  4,879 
 Total Dec.  $13,825  $16,025 +16% 

 
 Oct./Nov/Dec.  $41,396  $47,166 +14% 

 
 Avg. Weekly  $  3,184  $  3,628 +14% 

 
This is truly amazing!  God is so good!!  May  
His hand be upon us as we begin the new year.   

Our preliminary  budget estimate indicates that our  
average weekly giving for 2011 will need to increase by  
approximately 2%.  That is our challenge for 2011 and  
it appears to be a reasonable and responsible challenge.   

We have worked carefully with the budget.  Now  
may the spirit of generosity, giving, and commitment  

continue in this congregation in support of God’s work. 
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SATURDAY   

FEBRUARY  26TH  

AT  5:00 PM 
 

Light refreshments  

wil l  be provided. 



If you would like to be on our 
church e-mail list to receive 
monthly newsletters, church  
bulletins and updates, please  

send Candace Muehleisen a note  
at cmueh33@maine.rr.com  

with a copy to the church office at 
fbcyarmouthme@hotmail.com. 

 

This will be used for  
church related business only. 

Sign  
Up for 
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THE 15TH  OF EACH  MONTH  
 

You may e-mail  
your submissions to: 

fbcyarmouthme@hotmail.com. 
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DEADLINE : WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00 AM 
 

You may e-mail  
your submissions to: 

fbcyarmouthme@hotmail.com. 
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 At First Baptist Church, we want to maintain a 
safe and healthy environment for us to gather.  
Please be mindful of your own health condition and 
care for others in your church attendance during this 
flu season so that in our Koinonia together we don’t 
pass on more than is intended!  

 

 Cover sneezes (not with your hand!) and wash 
your hands often.  For your convenience, stations 
will be set up around the church with Kleenex and 
hand sanitizer. 
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Please not send your child to the Nursery or  
Children's Church if they have had any of the  

following symptoms in the last 24 hours,  
 

Fever, Rash, Diarrhea, or Vomiting.   
 

If you have any questions or concerns  
please see Jennifer Frost. 

 

Bless you! 

Sign  
Up for 

 

www.fbcyarmouth.org 
 

Check It Out!  
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Submitted by Julie Stevens 

Please remember  
our time for  

worship, Word, and 
corporate prayer is 

held on  
Tuesday nights  

from  
7:00 to 8:00 PM . 

HOPE TO SEE  
YOU THERE ! 

 “What are the ingredients of intercessory prayer?  First, carrying the burden.  I 
suspect this is possibly why there is so little intercessory prayer.  We do not like 
the burden, the pain.  Imagine the pain of knowing that something is about to 
happen unless God steps in soon.  We do not like the pain of pouring out our 
feelings, especially when it looks as though our prayer might not be answered.  
Naturally none of us want the pain of praying in vain.  In our prayer life we often 
set a standard that we think we can easily reach, then pray for it.  That way we 
are not going to be disappointed.  We do not even like the pain of striving for a 
goal which seems unreachable, but intercessory prayer presupposes a burden.   

 
 Thus the second ingredient of intercessory prayer is that we must become  
vulnerable.  We must put our deepest feelings on the line.  We may have to say 
things to God that normally we would be too embarrassed or too proud to say.  
There is no game playing in intercessory prayer.  We reveal our heart, but it 
means we become vulnerable. 

 
 The third ingredient is the willingness to become expendable-not just vulner-
able, but expendable.  Paul could say,  ‘I could wish myself accursed.’  So with 
Judah.  He was willing never to see Canaan again.  He put Benjamin first.  Not 
only was he willing to be the servant of Joseph in Egypt for the rest of his life- 
he would be glad to be! 

 
 The answer almost always comes unexpectedly-we do not know if God is  
going to act or not.  When God's time comes He will show His glory, His power, 
and His greatness.  God may remain hidden up to the very last moment without a 
single clue that He will intervene.  For one thing if we had that clue, we would 
not pray as hard, and we would relax.  So God often hides His face right up to the 
last minute.  But when God's time has come, it will, if anything, bring more joy 
to Him than to us who were so afraid that He was not going to act.” 

GOD  M EANT  IT  FOR  GOOD 
 

A fresh look at the life of Joseph by R.T. Kendall We are looking for a  
detail-oriented, fun-loving vol-
unteer to organize and update 

our Children's  
Library.  This  can also  

be an ongoing position, as 
books and other media  
always need reshelving.  

 

Contact Jen Frost if you are  
interested or if you have  

questions—315-244-2209  
or jlynnfrost@hotmail.com 
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  1  Ruth Bell 22  Greg McKelvey 

      Bryce Lumbert 24  Cathy Lyden 

      Nathanael Ochsner  26  Adam Ruetty 

  2  Peter Young 28  Mary Towle 

  5  Kristen Kelly 29  Marion Bracy 

12  Paul Stevens  
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  6 Lisa Turner & Audrey Kingery. 

13  Sam Skold & Laurel Libby 

20  Leslie Heselton, Ella & Antonia 

27  Nancy Codere & Jean Goff 
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  6  Frank Jones & Daniel Baker 

13  Frank Jones & Carolyn Baker 

20  Frank Jones & Daniel Baker 

27  Frank Jones & Carolyn Baker 

7, 8, 9 ,10 Year Olds 

''' ' ���������������������������� ��������
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  6  Rick & Lori Snow 

13  Joanna Spotts 

20  Megan Shorey 

27  Ellen Medrano & Amber Sarey 

4,5,6 Year Olds 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Prayer 

2 
 
 
 
6:00 Beth Moore 
        Bible Study 
6:00 Headwaters 
6:30 Upper Room 
        Study 

3 
9:00 Beth Moore  
         Bible Study 
6:30 FTW Study 
7:00 Gravity 
7:00 Men’s Study 
7:00 Ministry Brd. 
7:00 Women’s 
        Bible Study 

4 
9:00 Moms’  
        Morning Out 

5 
7:00 Men’s  
        Fellowship 

6 
9:30 Worship 
 
 
 
 
4:00 Super Bowl 
        Party 
 

7 
 
 
1:30 Afternoon 
        Ladies 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Prayer 

9 
 
 
5:30 Soup Kitchen 
6:00 Beth Moore 
        Bible Study 
6:00 Headwaters 
6:30 Upper Room 
        Study 

10 
9:00 Beth  
         Moore Study 
 
 6:30 FTW Study 
7:00 Gravity 
7:00 Men’s Study 
7:00 Women’s 
         Study 

11 
9:00 Moms’  
        Morning Out 

12 
7:00 Men’s  
        Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Game Night   

13 
9:30 Worship 

after worship 
Soup & Sand-
wich Potluck 

Luncheon  

14 Valentines 
            Day 
 
 
1:30 Afternoon 
        Ladies 

15 
 
 
NEWSLETTER  

DEADLINE  
 
 
7:00 Prayer 

16 
 
 
 
6:00 Beth Moore 
        Bible Study 
6:00 Headwaters 
6:30 Upper Room 
        Study 

17 
9:00 Beth  
         Moore Study 
 
 6:30 FTW Study 
7:00 Gravity 
7:00 Men’s Study 
7:00 Women’s 
         Study 

18 
9:00 Moms’  
        Morning Out 

19 
7:00 Men’s  
        Fellowship 

20 
9:30 Worship 
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6:00 Beth Moore 
        Bible Study 
6:00 Headwaters 
6:30 Upper Room 
        Study 

24 
9:00 Beth  
         Moore Study 
 
 6:30 FTW Study 
7:00 Gravity 
7:00 Men’s Study 
7:00 Women’s 
         Study 

25 
9:00 Moms’  
        Morning Out 

26 
7:00 Men’s  
        Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
5:00 Budget Mtg. 
6:00 Game Night   

27 
9:30 Worship 

28 
 
 
 
1:30 Afternoon 
        Ladies 
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Shining the l ight  of  Chr ist  through shar ing the l i fe  in  Chr ist  

First Baptist Church 
346 Main Street 

Yarmouth, ME 04096 
 

Office (207) 846-5814 
Fax:  (207) 846-5814 

Email:  fbcyarmouthme@hotmail.com 
Youth Office:  (207) 846-8081 

Church Staff 
 

Rev. Richard Ochsner.................................................Senior Pastor 

Lynn Carpenter........................................Administrative Secretary 
Mike Shorey.…………………...…………………...Youth Leader 
Jim Doughty.....................................................................Custodian 

Marcia DiBiase...................................................................Organist 

Newt Towle……………………………..Audio/Video Technician 
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