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Statement of Intent:  Human sexuality in our society is defined very broadly because it encompasses many specific behaviors; some that are compliant with God's intentions, while others deviate from God's plan for us.  The intent of this Statement on Human Sexuality is not to comment explicitly on every behavior that falls under our society's definition of human sexuality.  The purpose is to present God's essential teachings on human sexuality.  Because these essential teachings are foundational, they should be used as the overarching standard against which all specific behaviors are contrasted. 
We believe there is clear scriptural teaching that:

         All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

         God, in His creative work, intentionally made us male and female.

         God’s design is that a man and a woman be joined together in a covenanted, monogamous relationship or live in celibacy.  The biblical definition of the bond we call marriage is a holy relationship between male and female, which God deems worthy of being used as a model for His relationship with His people.

         Expression of sexual intimacy outside of the female/male marriage bond is not God’s intention for us and is forbidden by God.  The practice of extra-marital sex, adultery, or homosexuality, is inconsistent with biblical teaching.

         To those who are struggling with sin in any area of life, Jesus offers grace and forgiveness, calling people to repent and to turn from behaviors outside of God’s intention for us. 

We recognize that we, as human beings, act imperfectly in light of God’s ideal intention for us.  We acknowledge that sometimes we wrongfully view others without the love and compassion of Christ, yet we commit to sharing the love and compassion of Christ to all who struggle with their sin.

Therefore:

We commit to become a church that welcomes into our worship all those seeking to know Christ.  We seek to proclaim Christ’s truth through which we are all offered grace and healing.  We offer our support and help in healing to those who join us in seeking repentance, God’s forgiveness, and renewal of life.
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﻿Rom 3:21-24     21﻿ But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. ﻿22﻿ This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, ﻿23﻿ for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, ﻿24﻿ and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 


 


1John 1:8-10    8﻿ If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. ﻿9﻿ If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. ﻿10﻿ If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 


Gen 1:27       27﻿ So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 


Gen 2:18-24   ﻿18﻿ The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” ﻿19﻿ Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. ﻿20﻿ So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper was found. ﻿21﻿ So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs﻿ and closed up the place with flesh.    22﻿ Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib﻿ he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. ﻿23﻿ The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,﻿﻿’ for she was taken out of man.” ﻿24﻿ For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 


Eph 5:22-33     22﻿ Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. ﻿23﻿ For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. ﻿24﻿ Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. ﻿25﻿ Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her ﻿26﻿ to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, ﻿27﻿ and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. ﻿28﻿ In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. ﻿29﻿ After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— ﻿30﻿ for we are members of his body. ﻿31 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh” ﻿﻿ ﻿32﻿ This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. ﻿33﻿ However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.


 


1Cor 11:11-12        11﻿ In the Lord, however, woman is not independent of man, nor is man independent of woman. ﻿12﻿ For as woman came from man, so also man is born of woman. But everything comes from God.


1Tim 3:12    12﻿ A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well.


 


1Cor 7:2   ﻿2﻿ But since there is so much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband.


 


﻿ Rom 12:2     Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 


Rom 1:22-29   22﻿ Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools ﻿23﻿ and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. ﻿24﻿ Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. ﻿25﻿ They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. ﻿26﻿ Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. ﻿27﻿ In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. ﻿28﻿ Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. ﻿29﻿ They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice.


Mt 15:18-19       18﻿ But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man ‘unclean.’ ﻿19﻿ For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 


 


Heb 13:4      4﻿ Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.


 


Col 3:5-6     5﻿ Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. ﻿6﻿ Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 


 


Eph 4:18-19     18﻿ They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. ﻿19﻿ Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more.


 


 


 


﻿Eph 5:3-7     3﻿ But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. ﻿4﻿ Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. ﻿5﻿ For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.﻿ ﻿6﻿ Let no 


one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. ﻿7﻿ Therefore do not be partners with them. 


 


1Cor 7:2-9   ﻿2﻿ But since there is so much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. ﻿3﻿ The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. ﻿4﻿ The wife’s body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the husband’s body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife. ﻿5﻿ Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. ﻿6﻿ I say this as a concession, not as a command. ﻿7﻿ I wish that all men were as I am. But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that.   8﻿ Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I am. ﻿9﻿ But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with passion. 


 


Gal 5:19-21     19﻿ The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; ﻿20﻿ idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions ﻿21﻿ and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.


 


1Cor  6:9-19     9﻿ Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders ﻿10﻿ nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. ﻿11﻿ And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. ﻿12﻿ “Everything is permissible for me”—but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible for me”—but I will not be mastered by anything. ﻿13﻿ “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food”—but God will destroy them both. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. ﻿14﻿ By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. ﻿15﻿ Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! ﻿16﻿ Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.”﻿ ﻿17﻿ But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit. ﻿18﻿ Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. ﻿19﻿ Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?


 


1Cor 10:8      8﻿ We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. 


﻿1Thes 4:3-6        3﻿ It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; ﻿4﻿ that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, ﻿5﻿ not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; ﻿6﻿ and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. 


 


Judges 19:22-23     22﻿ While they were enjoying themselves, some of the wicked men of the city surrounded the house. Pounding on the door, they shouted to the old man who owned the house, “Bring out the man who came to your house so we can have sex with him.” ﻿23﻿ The owner of the house went outside and said to them, “No, my friends, don’t be so vile. Since this man is my guest, don’t do this disgraceful thing. 


Lev 18:6-23     6﻿ ”‘No one is to approach any close relative to have sexual relations. I am the LORD. ﻿7﻿ ”‘Do not dishonor your father by having sexual relations with your mother. She is your mother; do not have relations with her. ﻿8﻿ ”‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s wife; that would dishonor your father. ﻿9﻿ ”‘Do not have sexual relations with your sister, either your father’s daughter or your mother’s daughter, whether she was born in the same home or elsewhere. ﻿10﻿ ”‘Do not have sexual relations with your son’s daughter or your daughter’s daughter; that would dishonor you. ﻿11﻿ ”‘Do not have sexual relations with the daughter of your father’s wife, born to your father; she is your sister. ﻿12﻿ ”‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s sister; she is your father’s close relative. ﻿13﻿ ”‘Do not have sexual relations with your mother’s sister, because she is your mother’s close relative. ﻿14﻿ ”‘Do not dishonor your father’s brother by approaching his wife to have sexual relations; she is your aunt. ﻿15﻿ ”‘Do not have sexual relations with your daughter-in-law. She is your son’s wife; do not have relations with her. ﻿16﻿ ”‘Do not have sexual relations with your brother’s wife; that would dishonor your brother. ﻿17﻿ ”‘Do not have sexual relations with both a woman and her daughter. Do not have sexual relations with either her son’s daughter or her daughter’s daughter; they are her close relatives. That is wickedness. ﻿18﻿ ”‘Do not take your wife’s sister as a rival wife and have sexual relations with her while your wife is living. ﻿19﻿ ”‘Do not approach a woman to have sexual relations during the uncleanness of her monthly period. ﻿20﻿ ”‘Do not have sexual relations with your neighbor’s wife and defile yourself with her. ﻿21﻿ ”‘Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molech, for you must not profane the name of your God. I am the LORD. ﻿22﻿ ”‘Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable. ﻿23﻿ ”‘Do not have sexual relations with an animal and defile yourself with it. A woman must not present herself to an animal to have sexual relations with it; that is a perversion. 


Lev 20:13         13﻿ ”‘If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. 


 


Deut 23:17-18      17﻿ No Israelite man or woman is to become a shrine prostitute. ﻿18﻿ You must not bring the earnings of a female prostitute or of a male prostitute into the house of the LORD your God to pay any vow, because the LORD your God detests them both.


Gen 19:5-8   5﻿ They called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them.” ﻿6﻿ Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him ﻿7﻿ and said, “No, my friends. Don’t do this wicked thing. ﻿8﻿ Look, I have two daughters who have never slept with a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you can do what you like with them. But don’t do anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof.” 


Luke 15:3-7      3﻿ Then Jesus told them this parable: ﻿4﻿ “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? ﻿5﻿ And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders ﻿6﻿ and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ ﻿7﻿ I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 


Mt 9:2-6     2﻿ Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” ﻿3﻿ At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!” ﻿4﻿ Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? ﻿5﻿ Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? ﻿6﻿ But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins....” Then he said to the paralytic, “Get up, take your mat and go home.”


Acts 13:38-39    38﻿ “Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. ﻿39﻿ Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses 


 


Col 2:13-14     13﻿ When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, ﻿14﻿ having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 


 


2Chr 7:14       14﻿ if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 


 


1John 1:8-9    8﻿ If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. ﻿9﻿ If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 





